Immunocytochemical localisation of calreticulin in Trypanosoma cruzi.
Calreticulin, a Ca(2+) chaperone, is found in many different locations in various eukaryotic cells, including lumen of the endoplasmic reticulum, the cell surface, perinuclear areas and cytosolic granules. In the present study, a polyclonal antibody against calreticulin was used for the immunocytochemical localisation of the protein in Trypanosoma cruzi. Labelling was observed in the endoplasmic reticulum, Golgi complex, reservosomes, flagellar pocket, cell surface, cytosol, nucleus and kinetoplast. Significant differences in labelling were observed among the three evolutive forms of the protozoan. The functional role of calreticulin in T. cruzi is discussed.